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Other correspondence of Commander Hunter, July 1861-May 1863 (ca. 
80 items), is in the Texas Archives of the University of Texas Library. It 
includes reports to Secretary Mallory, instructions to officers, correspond- 
ence with Paymaster John W. Nixon at New Orleans and Jackson, Miss., 
communications with General Hébert and other Army officers regarding the 
operations of the squadron and the placement of guns, and acceptances of 
appointments. 


Correspondence, reports, and stract of the logbook of the Bayou 


orders relating to the Galveston City, Master Philip F. Appel com- 
Squadron are in Official Records . manding, see vol. 16, p. 859-869, 


e . Navies, ser. l, vol. 16, p. 835- vol. 17, p. 170-175, and vol. 18, p. 
859, vol. 17, p. 149-169, vol. 18, p. 825-829. Foran abstract of Hunter's 
823-855, vol. 19, p. 785-842, and journal, Dec. 16, 1862-Apr. 24, 
vol. 20, p. 804-822. For an ab- 1863, see vol. 19, p. 813-817. 


NAVAL BATTERIES 


In 1861 the Confederate Navy Department assigned naval officers to 
command batteries on rivers and at seaports. Batteries that had been 
erected by the Virginia Navy were transferred to Confederate service in 
June 1861 along with the personnel manning them. The batteries on the 
Elizabeth River and in its vicinity were located at Fort Norfolk, Fort Nel- 
son Naval Hospital, Craney Island, Bush's Bluff, Pinner's Point, Sewell's 
Point, Lambert's Point, Barrett's Point, Town Point, and Pig Point. On 
the York River batteries under naval command were at West Point, Glou- 
cester Point, and Yorktown. Lowry's Point on the Rappahannock River 
was the site of another battery. To protect routes leading from the Poto- 
mac River to Richmond, including the terminus of the Richmond, Freder- 
icksburg, and Potomac Railroad on Aquia Creek, batteries were construc- 
ted at the mouth of Aquia Creek, at nearby Simms' Point, at Potomac 
Creek, and at Potomac Creek Bridge. Batteries established at Evansport 
on the Potomac River in Sept. 1861 under the command of Comdr. Ebenezer 
Farrand were abandoned in Mar. 1862. The first batteries on the James 
River were at Fort Powhatan and Jamestown Island. In May 1862 after the 
Union invasion of southern Virginia began, strong fortifications were built 
at Drewry's Bluff on the west bank of the James River 7 miles below Rich- 
mond and at Chaffin's Bluff 11/2 miles below Drewry's Bluff on the opposite 
side of the river. Farrand's command of the naval, marine, and army 
personnel manning the batteries and entrenchments at Drewry's Bluff was 
brief. Capt. Sidney S. Lee assumed that command in May 1862 and exer- 
cised it until 1864 when he was succeeded by Lt. Col. George H. Terrett, 
C.S.M.C. In Oct. 1864, Capt. John K. Mitchell, as flag officer of the 
James River Squadron, assigned some of his officers and enlisted person- 
nel to Batteries Brooke, Semmes, and Wood on the James River. On Nov. 
15, 1864, Mitchell transferred command of these batteries to Lt. William 
Bradford. Farther south there were naval batteries at Indian Wells, N.C., 
and Battery Buchanan at Wilmington. Naval officers also participated in 
the construction of batteries at other points on the coast including Charles- 
ton, Apalachicola, Mobile, Ship Island, and Galveston, and naval gunners 
were sometimes assigned to them. 
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A list of the naval defensesof William M. Robinson, Jr., "Drewry's 
Virginia, June 1861, in Official Bluff: Naval Defense of Richmond, 
Records . . . Navies, ser. l, vol. 1862, " Civil War History, 7:167-175 
5, p. 804-806, includes the names (June 1961). 
of officers commanding batteries. 


Record Group 45.--A logbook of Battery Brooke on the James River, 
Oct. 28, 1864-Apr. 2, 1865, when it was commanded by Lt. John H. Ingra- 
ham and then Lt. Charles Borum, is in the Naval Records Collection. It 
gives information on personnel, supplies, the activities of the battery, and 
the mounting and firing of guns, with some references to other batteries. 
A diary of Mid. John A. Wilson describes activities at Drewry's Bluff from 
Oct. 1862 to Apr. 1863. 

Records in Other Custody. --The papers of Lt. John Taylor Wood in 
the Southern Historical Collection in the University of North Carolina Li- 
brary include many letters written from Drewry's Bluff to his wife in 1862. 
Letters of Lt. William L. Maury, who was stationed at Sewell's Point on 
the Elizabeth River in 1861, are in the University of Virginia Library. 


NAVAL PROCUREMENT IN EUROPE 


Throughout the war the Confederate Navy Department maintained an 
agent in England whose duty was to purchase or contract for the building of 
vessels and to obtain naval supplies. The agent selected for this secret 
mission was Comdr. James D. Bulloch who reached Liverpool on June 4, 
1861. He succeeded in acquiring for the Confederate Navy the cruisers 
Florida, Alabama, Alexandra, Georgiana, and Shenandoah which did much 
damage to U.S. shipping during the war. These vessels went to sea as 
merchant ships, but they were met at prearranged rendezvous by tenders 
from which were transferred the armament that was used to fit them out as 
warships. Bulloch contracted with the Messrs. Laird of Birkenhead for 
two ironclad rams, but a threat of war by the United States resulted in their 
purchase by the British Navy. In 1863 Bulloch contracted with a shipbuilder 
at Bordeaux, France, for the construction of four wooden screw corvettes 
and two ironclads, but under pressure from the U.S. minister the French 
Government prevented the delivery of these vessels. By devious means, 
however, one of the corvettes was acquired by the Confederacy and became 
the Stonewall. Bulloch was designated in 1864 for the purchase and construc- 
tion of Government blockade-runners employed for exporting cotton and im- 
porting war supplies. Other officers who served with Bulloch included Lt. 
John Low and Lt. Robert R. Carter. 

Lt. James H. North contracted with a Clyde River shipbuilder for an 
ironclad vessel that he was to command, but the British Government inter- 
fered and the vessel was sold to Denmark. Comdr. Matthew F. Maury, 
who reached London in Dec. 1862, was authorized to purchase a cruiser. 

In Mar. 1863 he bought a new steamer that he then had converted into the 
Georgia. Late in 1863 he negotiated the purchase of another steamer that 
became the Rappahannock when Confederate naval officers assumed com- 
mand of her in the English Channel. He gathered information on torpedoes 
and guns, conducted laboratory experiments on torpedoes, and sent data 
and equipment to the Navy Department in Richmond. On a mission similar 
to North's, Lt. George T. Sinclair contracted with a shipyard at Glasgow 
for a steamer, but it was seized by the British government before it was 
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completed. Lt. William H. Murdaugh inspected and arranged for the tran- 


sportation of ordnance stores. 


James D. Bulloch, The Se- 
cret Service of the Confederate 


States in Europe; or, How the Con- 


federate Cruisers Were Equipped (2 
vols.; New York, 1884); Williams, 


Matthew Fontaine Maury. 


Record Group 45.--Records accumulated by Comdr. James D. Bul- 
loch in England during the war included correspondence with the Secretary 
of the Navy, Confederate commissioners in Europe, shipbuilders, agents, 


and others. 


In 1894 the Office of Naval Records and Library borrowed two 


lots of Bulloch's papers through his nephew, the Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, 


had them copied, and returned them. 


Efforts of historians to locate the 


original Bulloch papers in recent years have been unsuccessful. . 
Comdr. James H. North also loaned his papers to the Office of Naval 
Records and Library for copying (190 documents were returned to him). 
Included was correspondence with Secretary Mallory, Bulloch, Barron, 
Maury, other naval officers, British shipyards and firms, James M. Mason 
(the Confederate commissioner in England), and Colin J. McRae (the Con- 


federate financial agent in Europe). 


Bulloch used his own papers 
and other documentary sources in 
preparing his Secret Service of the 
Confederate States in Europe, in 
which he published some of his cor- 
respondence of 1861-63 with Secre- 
tary Mallory, letters to naval offi- 
cers, and the report of Lt. Thomas 
K. Porter, Feb. 20, 1865, on the 
capture of the Florida by the U.S.S. 
Wachusett. Other correspondence 
on the construction of Confederate 


cruisers in England including letters 
of Bulloch is in U.S. Department of 
State, Correspondence Concerning 
Claims Against Great Britain... 

(7 vols. ; Washington, 1869-71). A 
much larger quantity of correspond- 
ence on the same subject, particular- 
ly with Secretary Mallory, Lt. James 
H. North, and others, is in Official 
Records . . . Navies, ser. 2, vol. 2. 
Documents from North's papers also 
appear in this volume. 


Records in Other Custody. --Matthew F. Maury's papers in the Man- 
uscript Division of the Library of Congress contain some wartime corre- 
spondence relating to his activities in Europe including instructions of Feb. 
21, 1863, from Secretary Mallory and a record book concerning his experi- 
ments with electric torpedoes, Dec. 1864-May 1865. Other Maury papers 
are in Duke University Library, the Henry E. Huntington Library, and the 
Virginia Historical Society collections. 


CONFEDERATE STATES NAVAL FORCES IN EUROPE 


Capt. Samuel Barron and his staff went to England in the summer of 
1863 to obtain crews for the ironclad rams under construction at Birken- 
head. When those vessels were purchased by the British Navy, Barron 
moved to Paris where he established his headquarters as Flag Officer Com- 


manding Confederate States Naval Forces in Europe. 


His staff included in 


May 1864 Commanders North, Sinclair, and Joseph N. Barney; and Lts. 
Henry B. Claiborne and John H. Ingraham. They were concerned with 
the construction of ironclads in France, the repair and fitting out of the 
Georgia and the Stonewall, the manning of cruisers, and the procurement 
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of naval supplies for shipment on blockade-runners. Felix Senac served 
as paymaster under Barron, 1863-65. 

Records in Other Custody. --Samuel Barron's papers were given to 
the William and Mary College Library in 1942. Part of them relate to his 
activities as Flag Officer Commanding Confederate States Naval Forces in 
Europe. A letters-sent book, Jan. 5, 1864-Mar. 4, 1865, contains copies 
of letters to Secretary Mallory; to officers commanding the Florida (J. N. 
Barney and Charles M. Morris), the Georgia (William L. Maury and Willi- 
am E. Evans), and the Rappahannock (Lt. W. P. A. Campbell); to M. F. 
Maury, G. T. Sinclair, J. D. Bulloch, J. H. North, and other officers in 
Europe; to the Office of Ordnance and Hydrography; and to James M. Ma- 
son, the Confederate commissioner in England. Letters were received 
from most of these officers, from Lt. Charles M. Fauntleroy aboard the 
Rappahannock at Calais, from Secretary Mallory, and from Capt. Raphael 
Semmes while he was aboard the Alabama at Cherbourg and in England. 
The correspondence and reports concern the operations of the cruisers and 
their supply, repair, personnel, and disposition. Other documents include 
lists of officers and crews, vessels captured by the Florida, the crew of 
the Alabama saved by the British ship Deerhound, and the crew and prison- 
ers of the Alabama. A diary of James H. North in the Southern Historical 
Collection in the University of North Carolina Library contains entries for 
1861 on duties performed for the Navy in the Confederacy and at Liverpool, 
London, and Paris. 

A diary of Lt. Francis T. Chew, May 16, 1863-Sept. 16, 1864, is in 
the same repository. It concerns his trip to Europe with a party of naval 
officers including John Grimball, Edmund G. Read, William F. Carter, 
Alexander M. Mason, Thomas J. Charlton, Bennett W. Green, and Sam- 
uel S. Gregory. 

The William C. Whittle collection in the Norfolk Museum of Arts and 
Sciences contains other correspondence relating to the activities of the Con- 
federate Navy in Europe. Included are letters from Bulloch to Barron, Mar. 
14, 1864-Feb. 16, 1865 (40 items), manuscripts relating to the Rappahannock, 
July 8, 1864-Aug. 12, 1864 (34 items), letters from Secretary Mallory to 
Barron, Oct. 1863-Apr. 6, 1864 (3 items), and letters from various offi- 
cers to Barron, Feb. 9, 1864-Feb. 14, 1865 (27 items). 


CRUISERS 


Though most Confederate naval vessels remained in home waters, a 
few preyed upon U.S. merchant ships on the high seas. The Sumter ran 
the blockade of the Mississippi River on June 30, 1861, then cruised in the 
Caribbean and the Atlantic under Comdr. Raphael Semmes before it was 
abandoned at Gibraltar in Jan. 1862. Lt. Robert B. Pegram commanded 
the Nashville on a cruise from Charleston to England in the fall of 1861. A 
British-built steamer left Liverpool in July 1862, and as the Alabama under 
Capt. Raphael Semmes raided U.S. shipping in the Atlantic, the West 
Indies, and the Pacific before it was sunk by the U.S.S. Kearsarge off the 
coast of France in June 1864. The Tuscaloosa, an American bark captured 
by the Alabama in June 1863, made a cruise toward the Cape of Good Hope 
under Lt. John Low. The Florida, another steamer that sailed from Eng- 
land in 1862, cruised under Capt. John N. Maffitt, Comdr. Joseph N. Bar- 
ney, and Lt. Charles M. Morris in the North Atlantic, the West Indies, the 
Gulf of Mexico, and the South Atlantic; it was rammed and seized in a 


